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Following on from last year’s report the years seem to get busier. The upper vestry windows 
were repaired following breakages in an attempt to steal lead rather than burgle the church. All 
guttering and downpipes have been maintained. The Gosbrook Road low wall was repaired and 
the metal gates rehung. 
 

The grounds have been tended by Ken Deane and kept in good order despite the very difficult 
weather throughout the year.  Seasons were disturbed and the weather continued to fight 
against the expected season, i.e. severe cold early in the year then heavy rain, very little 
sunshine for the growing period and back to the severe cold early this year. 
 

The lighting system has finally been reviewed and repaired and replaced as needed and all 
lights work. We had several weeks when an undiagnosed smell greeted us when opening the 
main doors and seemed to come from the electricity cupboard (was something burning? was it 
a dead rat?) but despite British Gas and electricians making several visits nothing was found! 
 

The inside of the church remains in good order with the brass cleaners and general cleaners 
doing a good job. New Hymn Books are in use.  Tables and chairs from the police office in 
Caversham have enabled us to get rid of old dining room tables and old chairs and we gained 
some folding tables from the scouts.  Also the children’s area has been made more comfortable 
thanks to a settee and various children’s toys have been donated.  The fire extinguishers have 
been serviced and the organ and piano tuned as the regular pattern.   
 

This year has seen a real need to tackle the twin problems of our church roof and organ 
upgrade - these discussions have lead to a real desire to look at our church and look to the 
needs, e.g. a proper space for our growing number of young children - are there spaces not 
being used to their full potential?  Could we reorder the building for everybody’s needs?  Also 
under plan is the creation of a cafe space - the result of discussions between the church, the 
hall trustees, the nursery and the Methodist church.  This is now planned to open in May and 
will be reviewed regularly.  Our toilet and kitchen need slight alterations - the door needs to be 
wider for disabled access and a wash hand basin needed for the preparation of food for the 
cafe. 
 

None of this happens without money but also with prayer and initiatives.  Hopefully good news 
will bless this fabric report next year. 
 

Again sincere thanks to all who help in the mission of St Johns 
 
 


