
 

 

 

 

St Margaret’s Church 

Peter Stratton & Ian Lowry – Church Wardens 
 
Capital Works on Church Fabric 
Most of the work has been completed on the roof of the church. Work on the tiling on the 
tower did not take place at the same time and work on the naïve cross still needs to be done 
but costs prevented this work in 2012. We will seek further grants to enable the work estimated 
at £7,643 + VAT to proceed as soon as possible.  
The auto-winding of the clock has also been completed. The ladder in the bell tower from the 
ground floor to the first floor has been relocated into the cupboard that used to house the clock 
weights. In 2013 we hope to carry out other maintenance work in the bell tower to enable the 
Gold Maintenance award to be regained by our bell ringers. 
 
Churchyard 
The maintenance contract for the churchyard continued during 2012 with the grass being cut 
each month from March through to November. We are very conscious of the need to maintain 
the churchyard to a high standard as Mapledurham attracts large numbers of visitors, not just 
from the British Isles, but from across the world. The work of the contractor continues to be 
supplemented by occasional working parties by members of the congregation. 
 
With assistance from the diocese, we are exploring the possibility of offering a facility to people 
who live in the parish to have ashes of the deceased strewn in a dedicated place in the 
churchyard. Facilities for the burial of remains and of ashes are coming to an end due to lack of 
space. 
 
Inventory 
An inventory of church plate and altar furniture has been made. This consists of: 

 One three piece communion set held in the vestry safe. 

 One inscribed, brass altar cross held in the vestry. 

 Two brass altar candlesticks held in the vestry. 

 One pewter collection plate held in the vestry safe. 

 One five piece communion set held, on loan, in the Victoria and Albert Museum, South 
Kensington, London SW1. It may be viewed on the fourth floor of the museum. 

 One silver wine flagon, known as the Saville flagon, held, on behalf of the parish, by the 
Provost and Fellows of Eton College, Windsor. 

 
 


