
Other reports 
 
Caversham Consolidated Charities - Mike Eggleton, Clerk to the trustees 
This ancient Charity continues to help distressed people in the local area.  In 2015 grants totallying 
£1024 were given to 4 individuals who met the criteria of assistance.  At 31 December 2015 the funds 
stand at £1882 in the current account and £2300 on deposit.  The Charity Commission investment 
bank has the charity’s assets of 1274 units valued at £14000 which a reduced sum owing to falls in the 
market.  Members of the board for Caversham Consolidated Charities are Rev Mike Smith, Mrs Janet 
Soden, Ms Mary Plank, Mr Leslie Woolford, Councillor Richard Davies and me. 
 
Church House – Nigel Smith, Church House Leadership Team Chair 
In 2015 we were saddened by the passing of our dear friend and staunch supporter of Church House, 
Bill Vincent. He was an ex-chair of many years standing and member emeritus of this committee, and 
he will live long in our memories as someone who worked tirelessly and enthusiastically to make the 
building what it is today. Even in his later years he provided invaluable support in the form of ideas 
and knowledge which will be greatly miss. 

 

Throughout the year we continued to make small improvements, 
with the purchase at the start of the year of new tables for the 
main hall and redecoration of the parish office and toilets over 
the Christmas period. At the same time we have been working 
on a major plan to build a 2-storey extension at the back of the 
building, to provide more amenities and improved toilet 
facilities. (See left.) We hope to move this forward in 2016.  
 

With a full complement of tenants, Church House remains in a 
very sound position financially. Hall bookings also remain healthy. 
 

2015 saw the release of nearly £12,000 of Church House funds in grants to Parish projects, such as 
REInspired, Fresh Expressions and the St Peter’s choir. 
 

I am grateful to the Committee – Matthew Coome, Michael Crosbie, Sylvia Harris, Mary Tucker – and 
to Alex and Caroline in the parish office, all of whom contribute to ensure the smooth operation of 
Church House. 
 
Church House Grants Team – Richard Purkis, Chair 
The Team made grants of £15,416.24 in 2015. They were for REInspired (£5,000), Fresh Expressions, 
Clergy Training and Retreats (£6,500), St Peter’s junior choir and youth work (£1,200), St Margaret’s 
Choir Robes (£1,424), St Margaret’s Electronic Keyboard (£635.96) and a Projector and Screen for St 
John’s Church (£656.28). 
 

The PCC have agreed the priorities for the allocation of Church House Grants. A minimum of 50% of 
the available money will be devoted to those priorities and grants can be made for up to 3 years.  
REInspired has already been made a priority and the funding period has been extended to 3 years on a 
level basis. The Grants Team have modified the application process in the light of the priorities. 
 

Church House was given to the PCC, who are the trustees. Each year the Church House Trust 
determines the maximum amount available for grants. It is responsible for the upkeep of the property 
and has first call on all of the income. The Grants Team allocates these funds in accordance with the 
terms of the bequest and under the guidance of the PCC. Applications must be made on the 
application form downloadable from the parish website. 
 



The Grants Team members are: Richard Purkis, Heather Gale, Ian Lowry, Nigel Smith and Matthew 
Coome 
 
Fresh Expressions - Sue Jenkins 
The Fresh Expressions team is currently chaired by the Methodist Minister Rev Jenny Dowding, since 
Rev Jeremy Tear left for Warrington, and consists of Anglicans, Methodists and members of Riverside 
Church.  The core team meets monthly to pray and plan, and additional volunteers help run, the 
monthly Amersham Road Cooking Club sessions which are attended by an average of 15 children.  The 
format is themed cooking and craft activities, followed by sharing food together and a “God slot” 
sharing aspects of the Christian faith including the parable of the Good Samaritan, the significance of 
pancake-making and Lent and Easter and Christingles at Christmas.  The children are also encouraged 
to write prayers which are shared as part of the session.  A very popular family BBQ was held in the 
summer and the ARCC team ran a children’s biscuit-decorating stall at the Amersham Road 
Community Fun Day in September.  In May 2015, ARCC celebrated its fourth birthday.  Over the four 
years it has been running, ARCC has reached 70 families, including 108 children, on the Amersham 
Road Estate. 
 
Health & Safety - Richard Havelock, Health & Safety Coordinator 
The current parish Health & Safety policy, passed by the PCC in December 2014, is a single document 
which covers all three churches, with references to particular buildings as required.  It is on public 
display in each of the three churches, and it is important that all members of the congregation and 
other visitors are familiar with its contents, so as to be able to discharge their particular 
responsibilities. 
 

Also on display in all three churches are posters giving information about (a) first aid, and (b) the 
precautions necessary for working at height using ladders and other devices. 
 

An annual fire risk assessment is required for each church, and will be undertaken again during 2016. 
There has been one reported incident over the last year in which a trainee bell-ringer lost hold of a 
rope which then wrapped itself round the neck of her supervisor.  After careful consideration by the 
ringers, action has been taken to prevent recurrence. 
 

It is important that any further incident that does occur is reported in the prescribed way, so that 
action can be taken to prevent recurrence.  
 

It is recommended that, as a precaution, church stewards are trained regularly in the use of the 
firefighting equipment provided in each church, and in evacuation procedures. 
 
Kidmore End School - Joanna Moriarty, Chair of Governors 
At Kidmore End we aim to be independent learners who are resilient and resourceful, to ‘make 
mistakes and learn from them’. 
 

We were delighted to be awarded funding this year to replace our ‘temporary’ classroom (so old that 
parents of current students had been taught in it) with a two-classroom block which has luxuries 
including hot water and its own toilets. The Bishop of Dorchester came to bless the new classrooms, 
and the whole school will benefit from the improved learning environment. 
Although the building work was disruptive, and Y5 had to spend much of a term using the hall as its 
classroom, one of its benefits was to encourage us to use St John’s church more, and assemblies in 
church will continue as a feature of school life. 
 



This year Graham Foulis-Brown, Rector of Kidmore End retired. Father Graham was a governor, Chair 
for some time, and at all times a good friend to the school for over 25 years. We wish him well in his 
retirement, and we await the appointment of his successor. 
 
Properties - Stewart Bolton, Parish Treasurer 
6 Gosbrook Road: The property is let under a full repairing and insuring commercial lease and is 
operated as a launderette. 
 

25 Ilkley Road: The property is now managed by Walmsley and after a change of tenants at the 
beginning of the year was let for the remainder of the year. During the year £3,907 was spent on 
electrical & plumbing repairs & maintenance together with white goods and fencing replacements. 
51 Galsworthy Drive: The property is now managed by Walmsley and was let throughout the year. 
During the year £915 was spent on general repairs & maintenance and a further £4,119 on roof 
repairs.  In 2016 the property will be taken over to be used by the new assistant Curate. 
 

Walmsley Letting Agents were appointed to manage the residential properties following the 
retirement of Tony Walker. We would like to record our thanks to him for the years he acted as our 
property manager. 
 
Safeguarding - Peter Stratton, Safeguarding Officer (safeguarding@ctmparish.org.uk) 
The safeguarding policy was reviewed by the PCC in 2015 and a copy of the policy is on the CTM parish 
website. 
 

Each church has a Children’s Advocate whose names and photographs are displayed on the notice 
boards in each church.  Children’s Advocates: 

St Peter - Jane Havelock 
St John - Sonia Higgs 
St Margaret - Peter Stratton 

Caroline Smith is the recruiter and verifier in dealing with Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS). 
The parish practises safer recruitment, including but not confined to, DBS checks for workers (paid and 
volunteer) with children and vulnerable adults. 
 

Safeguarding is included as an item at each PCC meeting for an update report to be given. There has 
been no incident reported in relation to safeguarding during 2015. 
 
Parish website (www.ctmparish.org.uk) – Steve Jenkins 
The parish website has benefitted from a number of improvements over the year, thanks to the 
efforts of John Cooke, Chris Fitzsimmons and Graham Aisbitt. Information on booking buildings can 
now be found on a single page; the parish calendar was added in March; forthcoming events, latest 
news and the who’s who are amalgamated into single pages linking our three churches together. 
The website played a central role in the Easter (3 Days that changed the World) and Christmas (…starts 
with Christ) publicity campaigns. 
 

Web streaming of St Peter’s services continues to draw a small audience. The system has been 
upgraded, whilst reducing the cost, which is now borne entirely by St Peter’s, rather than the parish. 
The more we visit our website, the more it will be seen by others. Setting www.ctmparish.org.uk as 
the home page for your internet browser will register a visit every time you go on the internet and 
keep you up to date with parish news and future changes to the site. As they say, watch this space. 


