
It’s communion, but not as you know it: returning into St Peter's church for worship 

The Government declaring we could worship in our church buildings once more was merely the start of an 

intense series of discussions and meetings between your Rector, Churchwardens and Church Leadership 

Team. Now, we have a plan which enables us to conduct services, weddings and funerals as safely as we 

can. 

From this Sunday 12th July, there will be a service of Holy Communion inside St Peter’s for the first time in 

months. Some of us will continue to shield or self-isolate, many remain nervous of taking the step into 

meeting indoors once more, others are ready to step inside a building they love for a form of worship they 

have missed. But it won’t be quite like it was before. 

For starters, the Government, for good scientific reasons and to lessen the risk of transmitting viruses, says 

we can’t sing or use wind instruments, yet, so no hymns but, maybe, some music. The Church of England 

still advises against sharing the chalice, so Communion will be just the wafers, as it was before lockdown. 

There will be lots of tape on the floor and signs around the building to help you observe social distancing, 

even when getting to the toilets, and a new one-way system. 

There will be sidespeople to greet you but not to hand out books and papers. Sidesmen/women will: 

• smile and welcome you; 

• point you to the hand sanitiser; 

• ask you to supply name and contact details as part of our role in track and trace; 

• ask you to take a service book from a box and drop it back in there after the service – Bibles also 

available if you would like one; 

• remind you to follow the one-way system carefully laid out in tape on the floor to get you safely to 

a pew, up the centre aisle to Communion, back again via the side aisles and, at the end, out the 

door by blocks of pews without breaching the 2-metre rule; 

• let families and bubbles share pews while individual worshippers sit well apart – pews have been 

marked up as not in use and/or labelled where people can sit; 

• remind parents/guardians to sit in a pew with their children for the whole service if they can – the 

West End will be empty if walking space is needed but there won’t be any toys to play with (you 

can always bring some with you) 

If that’s not different enough, when you sit down, you’ll notice the altar has moved. With no singing/no 

choir, the width of the Chancel aisle and the risks of kneeling together at the altar rail, a temporary Nave 

altar will be in place. That way, communicants can approach the priest up the centre aisle, receive and 

return via the side aisles. 

Receiving the wafer will be a bit different, too. You will receive standing up and the priest will hold the 

wafer at arm’s length, placing it in your hands (without touching your hands), which you have held out as 

far as possible in front of you. For those who have difficulty approaching the altar for Communion, there 

will be a pew set aside which is easily accessible by the priest. He/she has to obey the one way system too! 

To keep social distances when leaving the church, worshippers will be asked to leave a block of pews at a 

time, starting, for example, with the pews against the north wall and working across. After the service some 

of us may go into Caversham Court Gardens, weather permitting, with our own flask of tea and coffee to 

meet with one another socially. Please do join us. 

It’s all a bit different but it is the same Communion we all share, either in person or via our priest. Oh! And 

it’s in the afternoon at 4pm, as our online worship continues at 10.15am on Sundays. 


